
Family Update 11-13-20 

Good Afternoon, Park Rapids Area Families! 

First off, I want to thank everyone for your patience and diligence in helping all of us combat the 

effects of the Covid virus. Each day presents new challenges for families and the school. Every 

time the phone rings regarding a Covid positive result, the procedures in place are put into motion 

to trace and contain. I know this is a difficult time for many people in maintaining safety as well 

as ensuring students are receiving the best educational experiences as possible. 

It is known that the majority of transmission is occurring during formal and informal gatherings 

of friends and family.  However, our school numbers continue to remain small and contained. As 

of this week, we do have 7 individuals with positive cases and each case has been contact traced 

and contained. 

In our school community, by maintaining safety protocols and procedures we are not experiencing 

transmission of the virus within our facilities.  This is a key aspect of being able to maintain in 

person learning models. Part of the containment protocol is quarantining.  Staff and students who 

are exposed and moving into quarantine are becoming a great concern, especially regarding 

staffing.  

You may have heard schools moving to a distance learning model due to lack of adequate 

staffing.  I want to ensure all families that the district is doing everything it can to keep kids in 

school when it comes to staffing. We are being very creative in accommodating for staff who are 

teaching from home. We are also using our collaborative and common spaces to provide 

supervision and social distancing when more than one class must be monitored. 

We, too, may be at a point that we cannot adequately staff a safe learning environment in person. 

Very importantly, I want to stress to all families to be prepared and have a plan should a school 

need to move to a more restrictive learning model. 

This week, the governor announced an executive order requiring additional planning and 

collaboration time for staff. To meet this new order, we are looking at creating a modified schedule 

in which Fridays would look a little different for students. More information on each schools’ 

modified schedule will be coming. 

Again, I want to thank all families for your patience and support of our school and students during 

this time.  Please contact me or one of the school offices if you have questions. 

Thank you and have a great weekend! 

Lance Bagstad 

 


